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We Are Family 

Pastor and Lady Bridgett Celebrate Fifteen Years of leadership and service. Story on pages 3-4. 

Service Times                                                

(Note:  Bible Study reconvenes January 7-9, 2025)  

Sunday School (in-person and teleconference) Sun.  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service                                                                  Sun.  11:00 a.m.          

Mid-Day Bible Study   (teleconference)                   Tues. 1:00 p.m.  

Prayer & Praise Service                                                  Wed.  6:00 p.m.       

  (first Wednesday of each month)                                                     

Bible Study  (teleconference)                                 Wed.   7:00 p.m. 

Youth/Young Adult Bible Study   (Skype)                Thurs. 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                          

To call in to Sunday School or Bible Study by  teleconference, please dial 

(412) 924-7173.  At the prompt, enter Access Code: 872722#  (NOTE: 

Long distance charges apply.  Please check with your carrier).  

For Skype access, please contact Trustee Dorsey to be added to invite 

list. 
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Photos courtesy of Trustees Shirley Carter, Sharon Johnson, and Henry Smith  



Pastor                                                    Rev. Dr. Alphonso Tucker         410-466-5776 (home)  410-664-7443 (study)  

Chairman of Deaconõs Ministry       Deacon Lawrence Waller         410-281-9185 (home)  410-984-5268 (cell)  

Church Clerk                                     Trus. Marilyn Dorsey      410-298-4892 (home)  443-676-6261 (cell)                                                              

Asst. Church Clerk                       Sis. Kitty Owens                   410-255-7713      

Bus Driver                                             Trus. Everett Cash                     443-850-5494      

NOTE:  The Courtesy Phone in the Lower Auditorium (410 -367-9776) has been discontinued.  Please call                 

(410) 664-7443 to reach the church (Pastorõs study). 

Conference Call Dial -In Number (as directed)                                    412-924-7173, Enter Access Code: 872722#

(Note: Long distance charges apply.  Please check with your carrier).      
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Happy New Year Family!  God has brought us through another year and we are 
grateful. 
 

ñThe Lordôs loving kindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.  
They are new every morningéò (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

If I could sum up the times and events of 2024, it would be ñThe Lord hath done 
great things for us; whereof we are glad.ò   (Psalms 126:5 KJV) 

 

I thank God for all of the hard work, commitment, and dedication you have shown throughout the 
entire year as we labored together in the vineyard.  God has blessed our congregation with people 
who are gifted, skilled, and who are willing to share those gifts in the work of Kingdom building. 

 

I challenge each of you to continue in the well doing, ñfor in due season we shall reap if we faint 
not.ò (Galatians 6:9 KJV) 

 

As we embark on a new season, let us meet it with the joy and strength of the Lord, our God.  Let us 
continue to meet our Fatherôs expectations by mainly making ourselves available for service, being 
faithful with all He puts in our hand and heart to do. 

 

The year 2024 was full of highs and lows.  We have had times of celebration and times of mourning, 
but through it all, God has kept us.  So now we must keep moving forward and upward.  As           
believers of Christ, we must ñpress toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.ò (Philippians 3:14) 

 

God bless you Family! 

ñA Joyful Church, A Prayerful Church, A Thankful Churchò  (I Thessalonians 5:16) 

 

In His Service, 

Pastor Alphonso Tucker, Servant 

Message From Our Pastor 

Church Directory 
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ñHave confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep 

watch over you as those who must give account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, 

not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.ò Hebrews 13:17 

Fifteen years is a long time if you are waiting for a breakthrough, but it is relatively short when you 

have a pastor that keeps you engaged in leading, loving, and learning. We have truly been blessed to 

have a pastor that cares for his flock. That care is manifested in his preaching and teaching the      

unadulterated Word of God; he does not cater to ñitching ears.ò That pastor is the                             

Reverend Doctor Alphonso Tucker. 

The prelude to his fifteenth anniversary began on September 18th in an evening service.                  

Rev. Terry Thornton, pastor of Sweet Hope Freewill Baptist Church, preached a powerful message 

on the topic, ñIôm Praying for Youò with supporting Scriptures from Ephesians 1:15-23. And we all 

know that prayer is essential. Keep the pastor and his family in your prayers always for he carries an 

awesome responsibility on his shoulders, that is, doing what ñthus says the Lordò and leading his 

people. 

On Sunday, Oct. 6, the day of his anniversary, we were privy to have Pastor Melvin Dickens, from 

Isaiah Baptist Church, to preach the morning service. He preached on the topic of ñThe Position of 

the Pastor,ò with the supporting Scriptures 1 Peter 5:1--4. Three of the positions that he emphasized 

were shepherd, servant, and leader. 

The anniversary service culminated in a rousing celebration at Martinôs West. The place was filled to 

capacity with many distinguished guests, preachers, family members that included his mother, and 

members of the First Christian Community Baptist Church, many of whom heaped accolades of 

praise for his work for the kingdom. He also received a proclamation from the mayor and the city of 

Baltimore. 

Throughout these fifteen years, Lady Bridgett has been by the pastorôs side, supporting and            

encouraging him in his work. This type of assistance is invaluable. We thank her for all the things 

that she does for him, for us, and most importantly, for the Kingdom. 

Many thanks to the members on the dais surrounding the First Family, who planned the affair. Iôm 

sure that it was no small feat to have everything run smoothly from its inception to its execution of 

such a wonderful affair for a phenomenal pastor. In addition to all the beautiful accolades, great 

food, and fellowship, some received a tote bag with a few goodies, emblazoned with the names of the 

pastor, church, and the occasion.  Others received theirs later. 

It appeared that a good time was had by all.  Please continue to pray for our pastor, his family, and 

our church. On to the next 15 years! 

 

Submitted by: Deaconess M. Murphy 

 

                                                                                                                                       CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

Fifteenth Pastoral Anniversary Celebrated  
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Pastoral Anniversary (continued) 

 

Photos courtesy of Trustees Shirley Carter, Sharon Johnson, and Henry Smith 

We Are Family 
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New Deacon and Deaconess Set Apart 

ñFor we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared before-

hand, that we should walk in them.ò      Ephesians 2:10 

 

On Sunday, December 8, 2024, after the regular morning worship       
service at the First Christian Community Baptist Church, we set apart 
Deacon-Elect Leroy Smith and Sis. Elvira Smith for the  offices of       
Deacon and Deaconess. They are now official servants of the church     
after having gone through a rigorous training period under the guidance 
of Pastor Rev. Dr. Alphonso Tucker.  

While all Christians are called to ministry, some are called and ñset 
asideò by the church to specific  leadership.  This husband and wife have         
answered the call to a ministry that requires accountability and            
dedication. They have certainly proven themselves to be up to the task.   

These two servants of God involve themselves in other ministries of the church as well. They both 
attend Sunday School and  Bible Study.  Deacon-Elect Smith is an integral part of the media  minis-
try and served as Co-chairman of the Menôs ministry for the year 2023-2024 and will serve as  
Chairman of the Menôs ministry for the year 2024-2025. Sis. Smith serves on the Culinary ministry, 
Mourning Doves Bereavement ministry, and is Chairlady of the Womenôs Day ministry for the year 
2024-2025.  

This Service of Dedication and Consecration was a Church ministry, spiritual, and administrative 
task that was not taken lightly.  The Sermonic Message was geared to the Sacred Service at hand. 
Pastor Tucker was led by the Holy Spirit to preach from Hebrews 13:12-15 with the sermonic       
subject, ñ Equipped To Serve.ò Following the message, ñThe Acts of Ordination and Consecration ñ 
took place. The service was as  follows: 
 
Scripture Reading:                                Dea. Garry Carter (Rom. 12:1-5)  
Prayer of Ordination/Consecration: Dea. Keith Owens, Sr. 
Charge To The Candidates :                Dea. Lawrence Waller (Chairman) 
                                                                   Deaconess Mary Murphy (Pres.)  
Presentation of Certificates:                Pastor Alphonso Tucker  
Right Hand of Fellowship:                   FCCBC Officials  
Remarks By The Candidates:              Deacon Leroy Smith  
                                                                   Deaconess Elvira Smith  
 
We, the Pastor and members of The First Christian Community Baptist Church welcome our newly 
elected Officers to the Ministry of Service. We congratulate them for being bold witnesses for Our 
God, and we acknowledge the sacrifices that they both have made. We are truly blessed to have this 
man and woman of God to serve in these positions as Deacon and deaconess. May God continue to 

bless them as they  continue on this Christian journeyΦ 

 
Pastor Alphonso Tucker, Servant  and Deaconess M. Murphy 
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The Diaconate Ministry 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20 KJV) 

I greet you in the adorable name of Jesus the Christ in the beginning of this Advent season, the birth of 
Christ and the coming of the Messiah. God has kept us through another season. He has provided for us 
the things and substances that we need to survive, and I am so thankful for God being the giver of every 
good and perfect gift.  

 

We have paused our studies on Tuesdays (1 pm) with Deaconess Murphy, where we were studying the 
book of Job and our Wednesday (7 pm) classes with Pastor Tucker where we were studying the book of 
Hebrews. All classes will resume Jan 2025. I thank Deaconess Murphy and Pastor Tucker for their efforts 
and preparations in preparing the lesson and teachings for us to learn and grow together. I personally 
want to thank all of you who faithfully dial in on Tuesdays and Wednesdays to study the word of God. You 
all never thought it robbery to dial in every week and participate.  

Although our classes are on pause until 2025, I encourage you to continue studying and staying in the 
word of God. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needed not to be ashamed,    
rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV). We are in another ecclesiastical season.  I pray 
that we all have warmth in our homes as well as in our hearts, thinking of the less fortunate this season. 
Give a hat, gloves, coat or food to someone who has less. Give from your heart as God has prospered you 
to give. What a blessing it is to give. To whom much is given , much will be required (Luke 12:48). If 
you've heard this scripture, you know it means we are held responsible for what we have. If we have been 
blessed with talents, wealth, knowledge, time and the like, it is expected that we benefit others. 

I pray that you had a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends, I pray also that 
you have a glorious Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

We thank God for the new members that have joined our FCCBC family and are working for advancement 
of the Kingdom of God.  

Pastor Tucker and the Diaconate Ministry have been working with Bro. Leroy and Sis. Elvira Smith for 
the "Setting apart" Ministry. They were ordained as Deacon and Deaconess on December 8, 2024, at 
FCCBC before a crowd of witnesses. We are grateful to both of them for their commitment and service to 
the Lord. ñPraising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily such 
as should be saved.ò (Acts 2:47 KJV) 

Continue praying for all of the members, families, and friends who are on our Sick and Shut-In list. Please 
pray a special prayer for Bro. Keith Owens, Jr. who was hospitalized, Bro. Precious Hale, Jr.,                     
Sis. Perlizer Davis, and Sis. Nettie Brooks (mother of Bro. Terry Hale). This year our circle was broken by 
the loss of loved ones. Those families are and will continue to be in our prayers for we know Earth has no 
sorrow that heaven cannot heal.  

Pray much for the Diaconate ministry, that we continue to be the vessel that God has purposed us to be. 
The National Baptist Deacons Conference meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at the Mt. Lebanon 
Baptist Church located at 2812 Reisterstown Rd. in Baltimore. Hear the invitation, come to the feast!! 

We invite all of you to attend our Christmas program on December 22nd 9:30am. The theme will be "The 
Gift" per usual and I am overly excited. If you've never seen the talent at First Christian, you will miss a 
treat.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

Humbly Submitted, 

Chairman Deacon Lawrence Waller 
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The Diaconate Ministry Deaconess Ministry 

VETERANS DAY 2024 

ñHonoring the sacrifices many have made for our country in the name of freedom and 

democracy is the very foundation of Veterans Day.ò  

 Charles B. Rangel 

Veterans Day is a legal holiday that is observed annually on November 11. It is a special day set aside 
to honor the men and women who have served in the United States Armed Forces. Each year, we 
acknowledge the sacrifice, commitment, and outstanding service to our country that those brave 
men and women made to preserve our freedom. Veterans Day became a federal holiday in the    
United States in 1938. In 1954, the name was changed from Armistice Day to Veterans Day to honor 
the veterans of every war. 

Directed by Deaconess Vurely Johnson, we honored our veterans on Sunday,            
November 17, 2024. Our veterans are: Deacon Keith Owens, Sr., Deacon                  
Lawrence Waller, Sis. Nikki Waller Hamilton, Bro. James Johnson, Bro. Walter 
Jones, Trustee Everett Cash, Bro. Tyrone Moore, Bro. Earl Edwards, Bro. Michael 
Seay, and Bro. Kevin Boyd. We are proud and honored that they served our     
country and are members of our church. A small gift of our appreciation was given 
to each of them,  followed by a moment of silence for our deceased veterans. Many 
thanks to Rev. Debbie Ervin for her continued support and generosity in helping 
us to honor these veterans. 

Let us continue to remember the service of all veterans and their families who have sacrificed so 
much so that we can live free. May God continue to bless them, their families, and may God bless 
America. 

The Deaconesses 

 

    Deaconess Outreach 

ñWe canôt help everyone, but everyone can help someone.ò Ronald Reagan 

This is a clarion call to all of the saints ï to help us help someone. We do acknowledge and thank all 
who gave of their time, money and other resources to help us reach out to the needy. Jesus said that 
those who show mercy to the poor, the sick, and the needy are in effect ministering to Him             
personally (Matthew 25:35-40) and will be rewarded accordingly. 

On Saturday, September 21st,we continued our outreach to the needy. It was a somber, yet joyous 
occasion to minister to them. We realize, to a degree, the hardship that they encounter daily, yet we 
rejoice that we are able to help in some small way. During our time in transit, we sang and talked 
about the goodness of the Lord. 

Before embarking upon our journey, we were led in prayer by our pastor, Rev. Dr. Alphonso Tucker. 
No, he did not go with us but he promised us that he will do so in the future. Upon arriving at our 
destination, we had prayer with the recipients before distributing our goods. They were quite         
appreciative and one, surprisingly, gave me a hug. Oftentimes, we forget about the importance of the 
human touch. Let us not forget to pray for the homeless and the destitute because prayer changes 
things. Finally, let us remember that as we are blessed, we should always bless others as well.  

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                     CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 



Deaconess Ministry 
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In Isaiah 58:10-11, we read that as we serve the hungry and the afflicted, the Lord will make us lights 
to dispel the darkness, will continually lead and provide for us, and will renew our strength. May you 
experience all these blessings as you faithfully give to those that are in need. 

Our next outing will be Saturday, December 14, 2024, at noon. 

Submitted by Deaconess Mary Murphy 
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Please consider picking up an item or two from this list the next time you make a trip 
to the store. The homeless in need are extremely appreciative of your generosity.  

Thank you! 

 

Deaconess Outreach Shopping List     

Open Lids/Easily Opened Items/Non-cooking items 

Fruit Items: Fruit cups, applesauce, plastic fruit cupðany flavor, plastic mini-jars of fruit, Fruit Squeeze       
products 

Meats: Tuna fish/chicken, sausage (All Ready to Eat): Tuna Fish -Tear notch pull open pouches,  cans, or ready 
lunch boxes with crackers/spoon,  Kipper (fish), Sardines (several flavors) 

Underwood Products: Chicken spreads, Ham spreads 

Libbyôs Products: Vienna Sausage, Chicken Vienna, Corned Beef, Potted meat, Spam, Beef Jerky 

Boxed Products/Bagged Products: Raisins (4 or 6 packs), Cookies (all kinds), Pop Tarts,  Cereal Bars,        
General Mills (8 pouches of breakfast cereals), General cereal breakfast cups, Mixed peanuts, peanuts, Sunflower 
seeds 

Crackers/Chips: chips (individual packs), pretzels, Ritz (fresh snacks individually wrapped), Easy Cheese 
spreads (needs no refrigeration), graham crackers, peanut butter and jelly (small   plastic bottles), donuts/muffins 

Hydration: bottled water, to-go single drink packages (Crystal Light), green tea drink 

 

                                                                            Hygiene Products                                               

 

Wet Wipes, tissues, hand sanitizer, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, brushes, First Aid kit to go (12 
items), alcohol wipes, soap, hand lotion, Ziplock  sandwich bags with four plastic forks/spoons/knives, powder 
(travel size)  

    

                                                                                    Clothes                                                                                                                                                       

Shoe insoles, socks, gloves/caps/scarves, coats/jackets 
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The Sunday School Ministry  
For the convenience of all, Sunday School and Bible Study can be accessed by teleconference and 

Skype. In times such as these, we desperately need the Word and our pastor and superintendent 

continue to remind us of the importance of studying the Word, individually and communally. The 

Word gives us understanding, direction, hope, and encouragement. 

Not to be deterred by the closing of our church on September 22, 2024, many of our regular            

attendees of Sunday School attended Sunday School at Mount Zion Hill Baptist Church. We also   

attended morning service there. Pastor Tucker preached the sermon for their 37th Annual Church 

Anniversary where Rev. Dr. Marvin McFadden is the pastor. The sermon title was ñJesus Christ, the 

Chief Cornerstone,ò and the sermon Scripture: Ephesians 2:19-22. This powerful sermon was        

followed by a delicious meal. We had a wonderful time, as it is always good to worship and              

fellowship with other believers.     

 

 

 

 

 

We are now gearing up for our Christmas Program. As we celebrate this season, let us focus on the 

indescribable gift to the world, Jesus the Christ. He is now seated on the right hand of the Father and 

could come back any day for His bride, the church. With this in mind, we hope you will be a part of 

this most wonderful celebration on Sunday, December 22, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

ñFor unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.ò 
Luke 2:11 

Submitted by: Deaconess M. Murphy 

Youth and Young Adult Movie Night 

Back To School Movie Night was held from 6:00ð8:00 p.m. on Friday, August 30, 
2024.  Movie Night was a success! We appreciate everyone who attended and    
supported. Special thanks to Sis. Marilyn Brunt and Sis. Tameka Anderson for 
their faithfulness to this ministry. We had playoff food and snacks for everyone to 
enjoy. 

Submitted by: Rev. Dr. Delvon Houser 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry 



Service Updates 

Announcements and sermons continue to be streamed live beginning at approximately 11:30 a.m. 

via Facebook Live (https://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianCommunityBaptistChurch/). Services 

can be viewed at your leisure via Facebook Live or accessed via our website (https://myfccbc.org/).   

Adult Sunday School devotions begin at 9:15 a.m. followed by Sunday School from 9:30 -10:30 a.m. 

with continued access via audio conference call.  Youth Sunday School is being held in-person and 

via FaceTime.  Bible Studies will reconvene January 7th  (Mid-Day), January 8th (Evening), and   

January 9th (Youth and Young Adult).   

Audio conference call  access instructions are as follows:                                                                                 

To check availability and schedule use of audio conference calls, ministry presidents must contact 

Trustee Dorsey. 

To call in to Sunday School or Bible Study by teleconference, please dial (412) 924-7173.  At the prompt, 

enter Access Code: 872722#  (NOTE: Long distance charges apply.  Please check with your carrier).  
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Church Announcements                                                                                       

All requested church announcements must be submitted to Trustee Marilyn Dorsey  by e-mail, text,  

or hand delivery the Wednesday of the week before publication is requested.   Thank y0u. 

Safety and Security Ministry 
Congratulations to the seventeen members that have completed Automated External Defibrillator 

(AED) training.  This training is critical for us to have within our membership.  We applaud those 

that have completed this training and prayerfully, they will never need to use it.   

The Safety and Security Ministry is continually looking for ways to ensure our membership remains 

safe.  As announced in November, we will conduct a scheduled fire drill in the spring of 2025.  There 

will be plenty of notice of the date to ensure we receive maximum participation among the         

membership.   

As always, help us to help you by continuing to ensure that your vehicle is locked, keep valuables out 

of plain sight, and if you see something suspicious, please contact a member of the Safety and          

Security Membership Team.  God bless you all and stay safe.                                                                                           

Trustee Robert White, President, Safety and Security Ministry 

             Photography Services 

It is each ministryôs responsibility to arrange for photography services.  Please reach 

out to Trustee Henry Smith in person or by phone at least two weeks before the event 

date.  Thank you. 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianCommunityBaptistChurch/)
https://myfccbc.org/
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If you have not completed a paper or electronic Member Information Sheet or if your contact             
information has changed, please complete a sheet so that we can validate that we have everyoneôs 
correct contact, birthday, and anniversary information for notifications, mailings, sick/shut-in visits, 
One Call Now robocalls, and newsletter items.  The form has been updated to collect everyoneôs 
emergency contact information in the event we need to reach them due to an emergency.  

Youth information is being collected to help church ministries plan for scholarships, activities, and 
events. 

Thank you in advance for updating your information.    

Contact/Information Updates 
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 Project Planning Committee 

Chrystal Nichols Tree of Life 

The Chrystal Nichols Tree of Life, situated in our Resource Center, was 
unveiled and dedicated by Pastor Tucker during our "One Hour of   
Power" service on Thanksgiving Day. Chrystal's family attended the 
dedication ceremony.  The tree's beauty is as breathtaking as was the 
personality of our dearly cherished Chrystal. 

Donations of leaves and rocks are still welcomed, as they contribute to 
the continuous fundraiser for our Resource Center. We encourage you 
to visit the Resource Center after service to admire the beautiful tree. 

For those interested in contributing a leaf or rock, please contact     
Trustee Yolanda Cash. 

Submitted by:  

Trustee Yolanda Cash 

 

Annie M. Norris Conference Room  

On Thanksgiving Day, Pastor Tucker dedicated the Annie M. Norris 
Conference Room to honor our esteemed member. Sister Norris'   
family was present for the dedication ceremony. 

Sis. Annie Norris was deeply committed to and cherished FCCBC. Her 
work and determination in enhancing our church will always be       
remembered with gratitude. 

Submitted by: Trustee Yolanda Cash 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Trustees Everett Cash 

and Henry Smith 

Holiday Fellowship 

The Missionaries got together for our Holiday Fellowship on Sunday, December 8th, after church 
services at the home of their President, Sis. Carolyn Laster, in Owings Mills. The majority of the 
ministry was in attendance and a good time was had by all. Also in attendance were friends Gwen 
Franklin, Carolyn Phillips, and Leslie Hyman. Leslie graced us with her delicious homemade bean 
soup and that was the hit of the party.  Jackie Ward donated her delectable oatmeal and chocolate 
chip cookies, mmm yum yum, I couldn't stop eating them.  

Each missionary will distribute a handmade gift to another person with a tract explaining the    
meaning of Christmas. These are to be given to people we meet along our way, grocery store,       
doctorôs office, bus stop, or anyone we meet as we go about our normal life. The Missionaries made a 
monetary gift to the Helping up Mission to cover the cost of feeding nearly ninety Christmas dinners 
to those experiencing homelessness and addiction.  

To God Be The GLORY! 

Merry Christmas! 

Submitted by: 

Carolyn Laster, Missionary Ministry President 

 

Missionary Ministry 

Photos courtesy of Trustee Henry Smith and the family 
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Education Ministry 

Sneaker Fundraiser 

The Education Ministry organized a ñGotSneakersò fundraising event. GotSneakers, a sneaker          
recycling organization, recycles and reuses sneakers, preventing them from ending up in landfills, 
diminishing the demand for new shoe production, and fostering a sustainable circular economy. 

The event was a resounding success, with members and friends contributing 160 pairs of sneakers. 

The Education Ministry extends its gratitude to everyone who took part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Trustee Yolanda Cash 

Annual School Supply Giveaway 

The Education ministry sponsored its annual School Supply giveaway for members, family, and 
friends.  Advance registration was required by August 25th.  Students attending FCCBCôs Back to 
School Movie Night picked up their bookbags and supplies on Friday, August 30th.  All other          
students picked up their items on Sunday, September 1st  immediately following morning worship 
service.   

Upcoming Scholarship Fundraiser 

You are invited to celebrate the special mothers, grandmothers, daughters, and others who have im-
pacted your lives with us at a Gospel Motherôs Day Celebration Concert.  Be inspired by music that 
uplifts and heals.  Reserve your tickets now as a limited number will be available at the group rate.  
A payment plan will be available.  The proceeds will benefit the Education Ministryôs Scholarship 
Fund.   
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The 2024-2025 Womenôs Day Ministry  

The officers for the 2024-2025 year are as follows: 

 

Chairlady:                        Deaconess Elvira Smith 

Co-Chairlady:                 Minister Deborah Seay 

Recording Treasurer:    Trustee Yolanda Cash 

Recording Secretary:    Sis. Tequilla Haynes 

Advisors:                         Sis. Annette Moore and Lady Bridgett Tucker 

 

The theme for the year will be òStriving To Become Women of Excellence.ò  The supporting       

scripture is Proverbs 31:10-12. 

The Womenôs Day attire color will be shades of purple (with corsages).  The individual assessment 

goal is $185.00. 

Planned activities are as follows: 

Activity Date Time 

Next Womenôs Meeting and Sharing Saturday, March 8, 2025 Noon 

Health and Wellness Session Saturday, March 29, 2025 10:00 a.m.-12 noon 

Good Friday dinners Friday, April 18, 2025 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

ñChat and Chewò Fellowship Saturday, May 31, 2025 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. 

Womenôs Day Celebration Sunday, June 22, 2o25 11:00 a.m. service 

Noah Bus Trip - Sight and Sound 

Theatre, Lancaster, PA 

Thursday, July 17, 2025 See flyer on page 15 
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The 2024-2025 Womenôs Day Ministry (continued) 

 

The 2024-2025 officers for Men's Ministry/ Men's Day are as follows: 

 

Chairman:       Deacon Leroy Smith 

Co-Chairman: Rev. Delvon Houser 

Treasurer:       Trustee Steve Jones 

Secretary:        Keith Owens, Jr. 

Acting Secretary & Advisor: Rev. Harvey A. Moore 

 

Submitted by: Rev. Harvey A. Moore 

Menôs Ministry 
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FCCBC Culinary Ministry 
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The FCCBC Connection continues as a triannual publication.  The newsletter purpose is to share 
news and to keep our members and friends informed of church services, fellowships, programs, and 
projects, plans, as well as  information of  interest (thank you notes/cards, prayer requests,            
testimonies, birthdays, awards, retirements, anniversaries, engagements, weddings, births, etc.é).  
Help us share YOUR good news! 

Our goal is to distribute newsletters each April, August, and December.   Tentative deadlines to  
submit articles, photos, and announcements will be: 

Each ministry is requested to designate a newsletter representative and to alert the Newsletter    
ministry of contact changes.   Ministry representatives and members are asked to email photos,    
articles, announcements, information and suggestions to newsletter@myfccbc.org or submit to                                 
Trustee Sharon Johnson by the deadline.   

Volunteers are needed to assist in gathering newsletter content and laying out the 
publication (Publisher software).   

Thanks to all for supporting our newsletter ministry!   

Trustee Sharon Johnson 

Editor and President, Newsletter Ministry 

 

NOTE:  It is each ministryôs responsibility to arrange for photography services.  Please reach out to 
Trustee Henry Smith at least two weeks before the event date.   

Support Our Newsletter 

Black History Month 

Our Black History month                 

program will take place on                                    

Sunday, February 23, 2025,                                                                              

during morning worship service 

Photos and Articles for    

outreach, services,          

fellowships, programs 

scheduled/taking place/

postponed for period 

Announcements 

for period 

Tentative deadlines 

to submit articles,      

photos, and            

announcements  

Distribution 

Goal 

November ðMarch Aprilðmid- July  3/16/25 April 2025 

April ð Mid-July Mid- JulyðOctober 7/13/25 August 2025 

Mid- JulyðOctober NovemberðMarch 11/16/25 December 2025 



Let Us Worship the Lord Through Giving Our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Please continue to support ñPlate Offeringsò for the ministries listed below: 

 

If you are using a church envelope, make certain that you annotate your name, the ministryôs name, 

and the amount you are giving that ministry from the row that says ñOTHER.ò  

An on-line service tool, ñGivelify, is available for electronic tithes 

and offering. Visit https://www.givelify.com/donors/ and enter 

FCCBC or download the mobile giving app from your App store.  If 

you are using the on-line service tool, ñGivelify,ò use the Givelify 

column that says other and annotate the ministry name and amount 

you are giving that ministry.                                                             

NOTE:  Please do not include Givelify amounts on your offering envelope. 

You may also mail tithes and offerings to FCCBC, P.O. Box 67407, Baltimore, MD  21215. 

ñI will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with my 

eye ñ                      (Psalm 32:8)  

We are still seeking members and dedicated Christian friends to support the Community Outreach 
Center by  signing up for either a one-time pledge or a committed recurring pledge. Please see any 
Finance  Ministry Trustee for a sign-up pledge sheet or complete and return the pledge form on page 
21 to a Finance Ministry Trustee. 

Ministry Deposit Form 

Ministries are reminded to complete and submit a ñMinistry Depositò form for payments for ministry
-sponsored ticketed events (trips, fellowships, activities, workshops, etc.).  Copies may be obtained 
from the Finance Room.  Designated members or representatives collecting money or donations are 
to issue receipts to each person making a payment, complete, and submit a completed Ministry     
Deposit form to the Finance trustees with each deposit.  Please see any Finance Ministry trustee if a 
receipt book is needed.  The trustees will issue receipts to the ministry Financial Secretary or         
designated ministry member/representative for their records.  
 
Submitted by:  Finance Ministry 

Finance Ministry Updates 
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Sunday Ministry Remarks 

First  Missionary Ministry                                                                                                                          

Second Floral Ministry                                                                                                                                        

Third  Education Ministry                                                                                                                                                                                      

Forth  Pastorôs Aide Ministry                                                                                                                                             

Fifth Missionary or Education ministry To be announced during offering by the 
trustee 

Every Sunday Sunday School ministry  

https://www.givelify.com/donors/


FCCBCôs Outreach Center Financial Pledges 

tŀƎŜ  мф The FCCBC CONNECTION 

Please complete and return the pledge form to a Finance Ministry Trustee for your 2025 

pledge. 
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FCCBC Wishes Comfort and Peace 

Humbly, the Mourning Doves and the entire FCCBC family mourns the transition 

of your loved one.  Words fail to express the deep sorrow we feel for your loss. We share  

Isaiah 54:10 NIV 

"Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love 

for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD,  

who has compassion on you.ò 

The Grier, Winters, and Steptoe family on the passing of Gregory Grier   

 Sis. Pamela Johnson and family on the transition of Elizabeth Ann Neely  

The Moore  and the Unity Baptist Church families on the homegoing of                                  

Pastor Philip L. Moore, Sr. 

The Samuels and Fowlkes families on the transition of Adrianna L. Hill 

The Parham family on the passing of Larry Parham 

The Seay family on the transition of Darnell Wilson 

The Manigo family on the passing of Gregory Manigo 

The Hale family on the transition of Machelle Simmons 

The Highsmith and Allen families on the passing of Louis Highsmith 

Submitted by: Sis. Marilyn Brunt  

 

 

Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mourning Doves Bereavement Ministry 

Life is but a stopping place                                                                                                                              

A pause in whatôs to be 

A resting place along the road                                                                                                                       

to sweet eternity. 

We all have different journeys,                                                                                                                   

Different paths along the way 

We all were meant to learn some 

things,                                                                                                  

but never meant to stay...                                                                                                                             
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Celebration of Remembrance 

Pastor Tucker acknowledged members who had gone to be with the Lord during 2024.  This           

Celebration of Remembrance took place during morning worship service on December 22, 2024.   

 

 

 

Mourning Doves Bereavement Ministry (cont.)

The Mourning Doves Bereavement Ministry hosted their second annual  Grief and Loss Workshop 
on Saturday, November 16, 2024, at noon.  The workshop centered on grieving during the holidays 
and was a resounding success.  
 
The event began with a scripture reading by Sister Paula Foote ð John 15:1-5, followed by prayer 
from Sister Shirl Ferrare.  Ministry president, Sis. Marilyn Brunt, warmly welcomed attendees.  
Evangelist Gwendolyn McKeever offered insightful guidance to support attendees in navigating their  
emotions. A puzzle game activity effectively illustrated the concept of coping with loss as each puzzle 
piece represented a part of our lives.   Evangelist McKeever skillfully used this metaphor to convey 
that, although we may feel incomplete at the losing a loved one, God urges us to continue our      
journey.  Despite the event running over, it proved wholly beneficial.   
 
The Culinary ministry, under Lady Bridgett Tuckerós leadership, provided a scrumptious array of  
refreshments.  
 
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all individuals who contributed to the eventôs    
success.   It is crucial to remember that the holiday season can be especially difficult for those          
experiencing grief. We are grateful for our leader, Rev. Dr. Alphonso Tucker, and the opportunity to 
serve through the ministry. 
 
Submitted by: Sis. Marilyn Brunt 

Grief and Loss Workshop 
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Mourning Doves Bereavement Ministry (continued) 

Strategies to Manage Grieving 
Grieving during the holidays can be particularly challenging, but fortunately, there are numerous 
strategies to not only manage this emotional period, but to also find ways to heal and grow. These 
include: 

Self-care: Prioritize rest, nutrition, and physical activity, and practice self-compassion, granting 
yourself permission to take care of your needs and decline social invitations or depart early if      
needed, allowing yourself to rest and recharge. 
 
Plan ahead: Acknowledge the potential difficulties of the holiday season and develop a plan that 
honors your needs and feelings, communicating your intentions with your family and respecting 
their decisions, working together to create a supportive and loving environment. 
 
Set boundaries: It is more than acceptable to decline invitations or activities that feel                 
overwhelming, and instead, focus on nurturing your mind, body, and spirit. 
 
Find support: Surround yourself with empathetic friends and family members who uplift and   
support you, and consider consulting a therapist or contacting professional local help     
(Gilchrist  443-569-8882 or Robertaôs House 410-235-6633) knowing that you are not alone. 
 
Honor your loved one: Create a new tradition or ritual that celebrates their life and legacy, or 
make a donation to a charity or cause that resonated with them, keeping their memory alive and   
vibrant. 
                                                                                                                                                                                
Praying you all have a Blessed, safe Holiday.  

God is a Lamp for All (Author unknown. Revised by Mae Williams) 

God is a lamp to light our paths 

When we cannot see 

He makes the darkness turn into morn, 

Our God is leading you and me 

His comfort with the rod and the staff, 

He gives us courage along the way. 

God is our lamp to light our paths. 

All we need to do is trust and obey. 

And when it seems the darkest night, 

And we canôt find our way 

We can hear Him whisper, ñItôs alright, 

All we have to do is look to Him and pray.ò 

Soon it will be morning; the sun will rise. 

Night will be no more. 

God is a lamp to light our paths, 

Until we reach that shining shore. 
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Member Submissions 

 

                  WOODLAWN SENIOR CENTER EXPANSION COMPLETED 
 

In the Summer 2021 FCCBC Connection, we were informed that Baltimore County  Department 
of Aging (BCDA) budgeted $4.6 million in state and county funding for a significant              
renovation and expansion of the existing Woodlawn Senior Center (WSC).  Finally, after three 
years and three months, the expansion has been completed.  The movers moved WSC from its 
temporary location, 6665 Security Boulevard back to 2120 Gwynn Oak Avenue on Tuesday,   
December 3, 2024.    The center reopened for business on December 9, 2024. 
 
As promised, the new project includes an addition and a renovation of the current site, which 
will add a fitness center, new multipurpose rooms, multiple classrooms, and handicap             
accessible restrooms, ultimately tripling the size of the Woodlawn Senior Center.   Members 
will be able to enjoy expanded programs such as health, fitness, fellowship programs, and much 
more.   
 
In addition, since leaving Gwynn Oak Ave., the WSC membership has doubled from 900 to over 
1,800 members. 

 
 

The ribbon cutting of the newly expanded Woodlawn Senior Center took  place on Wednesday, 

December 18th at 10:30 a.m. at 2120 Gwynn Oak Avenue.  A much needed new ñhome away 

from home.ò   
 

Submitted by: Sis. Leslie Hyman 
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Member Submissions/Creative Expressions 

Thanks Be to God 

What a Mighty God we serve!!! We worship Him and adore Him; 

There is Nothing that we can do without Him. What a Mighty God we serve!! 

Speaking about miracles and seeing the miraculous work of the Lord, 

As a church family worshipping and serving God together, 

We witnessed a true miracle, when Keith Owens, Jr. walked into our church. 

The Bible tells us of His goodness and mercies for all of us. 

When He shows us just what Wonderful and Marvelous things He can do; 

There is No doubt, Who Our God is and What He did, can do, and will do for me and you. 

SO, an extra special Thank You God for showing us what happens when we maintain our FAITH 
and TRUST You!! 

THERE IS NOTHING THAT OUR GOD CANôT DO! 

A Church Family 

What is a church family defined as? 

A church family is a community of people who attend church together and share a faith and life. 
The Bible refers to the church as the family of God, and the church family is considered to be a 
valuable unit for a number of reasons. 

The Church is looked upon and understood as a family of God. It is a call for families to live as 
Godôs children. 

The church family shares their values, love, and shows how much they care, 

For whatever the reason needed, the family should always be there. 

The family attend church together to share in the fullness of their Faith. 

They study the Words of the Bible because it is what the Lord saith. 

This includes spiritual connections as believers on the same Christian journey. 

Which is meant to guide all families into Godôs awaiting eternity. 

It is because of God that we are connected in such a powerful way. 

We worship together and learn how to apply Godôs Word every day. 

The family walks with each other no matter the cause or reason. 

There is a closeness necessary any time or season. 

A church family gives encouragement and support when needed. 

Learning Godôs Word starts once the desire has been seeded. 

If a family member is hurting, other family members also feel the pain. 

A true Christian family does whatever is needed for heavenôs gain. 

When there is happiness and kindness, a family can share that, too. 

A church family honors God together through worship, just as He wants us to do. 

Thank God for a Church Family that Loves and Trust in Him! 

Submitted by: Sister Mae Williams 
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Member Submissions 

Helpful Biblical Quotes 

Faith 

ñSo faith comes from hearing, and hearing the Word of Christ.ò Roman 10:17 

ñ And Whatever you ask for in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.ò Matthew 21:22 

ñFor we walk by Faith, not by sight.ò 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Forgive 

ñBearing with one another, if one has a complaint against another, and forgiving 

each other, as the Lord has forgiven you.ò Colossians 3:13 

ñBe kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.ò 
Ephesians 4:32 

ñFor if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you 
do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
òMatthew 6:14-15 

Hope 

ñLord let your unfailing love surround us, Lord for our hope is in you alone.ò  Psalm 33:22 

ñMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.ò Romans 15:13 

ñ But as for me, I watch in hope in the LORD, I wait for God, my Saviour, my God will hear me.ò 

Micah 7:7 

Love 

ñMy command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one's life for oneôs friends.ò John 15: 12-13 

ñAnd you shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment. And the second is ñThou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.ò Mark 12: 30-31 

ñGod so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 
not perish but have everlasting life.ò John 3:16 

 

Submitted by: Mae Williams 
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Keep The Heat In with Free and Low Cost Programs 

 

Donôt let your heat leak out this Winter.   There are free and low-cost programs  to help make your 

home more energy efficient and comfortable. The Maryland Department of Housing and           

Community Development (DHCD) offers programs that may provide help with things like             

insulation,  hot water system improvements, heating/cooling repair or replacement, renewable    

energy systems, and other health and safety enhancements low-cost or free of charge and assist 

people of all income levels.  To apply, turn in an Office Of Home Energy Programs                              

(https://dhs.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/) or DHCD (https://

dhcd.maryland.gov/Energy-Home-Repair/Pages/default.aspx) application to be screened for all 

programs. Call       (855) 583-8976 for questions or application help. 

Get a Quick Home Energy Check-up 
 

At no cost to you, an energy expert will check how much energy your home uses, in-
stall free energy-saving products, and suggest ways to save even more energy.  This 
program is paid for through the EmPOWER charge on your utility bill, so you donôt 
need to pay extra for the check-up or the products. Youôre already paying for this 
program each month. 
 

When you schedule an appointment, an expert will visit your home to look at your heating and   
cooling systems. 
 
You might get products like LED light bulbs, a smart thermostat, water heater pipe insulation, or 
other things based on what your home needs. 
 
You can request this service once every five years for each address. To make an appointment, call 
your utility company and ask for a free home energy check-up. 

Frozen and Bursting Pipes  
Frigid temperatures can cause frozen and bursting pipes. Since water expands when it freezes,   
metal and plastic pipes are at risk of breaking in the freezing temperatures. Here are some tips from 
the Red Cross on keeping your pipes ï and home ï safe during the deep freeze of winter. 

Potpourri/News You Can Use  


